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Tages ſome 1 nice Critics, and 
ſcholaſtic Students, will cor 3 
6 y Performance, becauſe it cometh. 
forth in a plain Dreſs: But let is 
be conſidered, that this Book is de. ; 
 foend for the Uſe of the moſt oul- 
gar and unlearned ; if poſſible to 
convince them of 12 Res that are 
taught among the Methodiſts: Aud 
though it be penn d in a plain Style, 
yet, 1 hope, the Language is ſo juſt, 
5 5 thoſe who read it may under- 
8 my Meaning, which 15 all. 
Cont. | 
Becauſe I publiſh this Treatiſe, 
1 exped the Methodiſts will account 
me their Enemy ; but herein they 
4 = will 
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will be widely miſtaken ; for I declare 


before God and Man, that I have 


19 more Malice or Ill- Will to any of 


them than they have to one another ; 


and do as ſincerely love them, as an 
of the reſt of Mankind ; yet I hate 
their Errors, and 1 pity thoſe that 
are deceroed by them ; and it 1s for 


the Sake of thoſe honeſt, avell-mean- 


ing Chriſtians, that are deluded oy 
95 Dodirines, contrary to the Holy 
der iptures, that ] have publiſhed 
this Treatiſe: And all I deſire from 
them is only this, that they would _ 
read it carefully, and conſider it im- 
7 partially and noi decerve themſelves 


in Things of ſuch vaſt Importance. 


1 expect their illiterate Pr each 


ers, accor ding to their old Cuſtom; 
; will read their public LY erdict againſt 


mc, and condemn me as 4 damn Lu- 


fel. Though T bave little Hopes f 


oY them, as ey are generally to 
Ws 
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obſtinate and conceited to hear any 
Reaſon ; yet if they be reſolved to 
abuſe me, J deft re them to conſider 


that there is not one Error here 


mentioned, but what I have heard 
Jome of them advance and defend. 


God forbid that s ſhould blame 


any of them for their Diligence a- 
bout their precious Souls, or for any 
of their Good Works. And though 
I miſt own, that they have , by their 
Labour, been inſtrumental to civil. 
ize ſome of the rakiſh Sort of Feople ; = 
yet this doth not tolerate them to 
preach falſe Doctrine, 


ſince they 


may ſoon do as much Hurt the one 
l ay, as they do Good the other. 
I heartily wiſh that thoſe Pe, ſons, 


70 whom I have recommended my. 


Book, would better examine the 


Doctrine they have been deceived 
with, and try it pry by the 


=... New Tram 


4.48 


1 vi ] 

Tas heartily wiſh that thoſe con- 
ceited, bigoted, uncharitable, and 
illiterate. Teachers, among them, 
may. be aſbamed out of their Pre- 
Tudices ; and out of their vain au 
Naliſh Pretences to Perfection and 
ſinleſs Obedience ; and out of their 
Uncharitableneſs, and fond and i Ton 
orant Zeal ; for 1 have little 
Hopes that ever they will be re- 

formed any other Way, ſo long as 
— can receive their Penny Penſions. : 
Aud may the God of Infinite 
V ſdom, Love and Goodneſs, ſend 
down bis . into the Hearts of” 
all Men, fo guide 1 them into the 
| Truth as it 7s in 8 85 Amen. 
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METHODIST 
Diſſected, Sc 


: * * 


Of the Methodilts in | general, | 


5H E People that go under thi; Deno- 
miaation are of ſo many Sorts, it is 

almoſt impoflible to mention them all: 
Some are called /nghamites, fome Mo- 
ravians, and ſome Weſleyann: Some 
hold one Sort of Principles, and ſome 
another; and a great Part of the illite- 


rate Sort of them know not what chey hold, being ig- 


norant of all Rational Principles; but having learned 


ſome Sort of nonſenſical Harangue, they repeat it, with a 
little Variation, almoſt as often as they change their 
Cloaths, to an ignorant Audience ; and among theſe 


they paſs for brave Men, though they ſcarce can read a 
Chapter in the Bible, or write one Page of true Eugliſb. 
ng B V 


1 


How they come to bear the Name of Methodiſts is 
hard to determine ; yet ſure I am it is a very improper 


Name, for Order or Method is wholely diſregarded a- 
mongſt them: Their Teachers are not orderly ſet apart 


for that ſacred Function; neither is there any Thing 


like Church-Diſcipline amongſt them: Their Prayers 
and Preaching are alſo withivt any Method, and all 
Things belonging to their Way of ,Worſhip is in utter 
Confuſion, But I think the Truth of the Matter is, 
They, affecting Singularity, would chuſe a Method , 


their un; and therefore have given themlelyes that 


In general, they are made up of the ignorant Part of 
Mankind, and are commonly a peevith, moroſe, conceit- 


ed People, babbling their Nonſenſe almoſt in every 
obſcure Corner, and are found diligently to ſhun the 
Company of Men of Learning and Knowledge; they 


creep into obſcure Places among the Ignorant and Illi- 
_ terate, that ſcarce know any Thing of Religion, —TIt 


mult be a mighty Diſgrace and Scandal to the Meth3dins, 


that they dare not face a learned Audience: Though 
ſome of them, it mult be granted, have ſuch a Share of 
Confidence, or rather Impudence, that they will not fail 


to babble their Nonſenſe in the Streets, or Fields; to the 
Scandal and Piſgrace of the Goſpel, which ought to be 


uſed with more Reverence than to be expoſed to Ridi- 
cule, among a lawleſs Mob of unthinking People, which 
ſeems to reſemble caſting Pearls before Swine. | 


Noto 1 jhall endeavsur to deſcribe and expoſe ſome of 1 


_ their Errors, that they commonly are guilty of. 


An Firſt Error may be their falſe Notions con- 


_ cerning Faith, and unneceſſary Diviſions of it. 
The Faith, which they contend for, is a confident Be- 


lief that Chriſt will fave them, without any Regard at all 


to their Verte: Some of them boldly declare, that a 
Man's Bad Works will fave him as ſoon as his Good,— 
Faith, in the New Teſtament, is a plain Thing. 


The 
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The greateſt Part of Chriſtians do acknowledge tle 
Scriptures of the Old and New Teſtament, to be the 
Rule of Faith and Manners, and to contain the whole 
Will of God, which might eaſily be proved, ——To be- 
lieve then any Thing that is contrary to the plain Truths 
of the Goſpel, muſt be a falſe Faith. The plain Truths 
of the Goſpel are (the greateſt Part of them, at leaſt) 
contained in the Creed called the 5þ/t/es, or in other 
Words, we mult believe, That there ig ONE God, /elf+ 
exiſtent, indepenlent, and infintte in all Perfetticns: I hat 
JEsUs CHRIST I his Gly begotten Son, and Cane to 
die for Mankind ; was hariet and roſe again the * 
Day; aſcended into Heaven, and ſitteth at the Right 
Hand f God; and will come again, at the Great Day, to 


Judge oll Men according to their Works. That there is a 


Hol GHosT that was pour ed out upon the Apoſfit Cs, 11 
an extraordinary Meaſure ; and in, theſe Times ſanct Neth, 


eur Hearts, and belpeth cur Infirmities. 


The Gogper requireth us to deny Lug odlineſs, and 
worldly Liſts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly ; 
and plainly declareth, That if the Wicked firſake his 


Ways, and the unrig hteous Man his Thoughts, aud turn un- 


to the Lord, he will have Mercy upon him, and abundantly 
pardon him: But, withal, it aſſureth us, That except we 
repent, we ſhall all þ er iſt: That all Fornicators, Adulter- 
ers, Effeminate, thr ers of themſelves with Mankind, ail 
Z hieves, Covetius Perſons, Lyars, and Swearers, ſhall have 
their Portion in the Late that burneth with Fire and hrim- 


ſtone : That the Wicked ſhall be turned into Hell, and all 


the Nations that for et God : That Jz SUS will come gin 
al 15 Day of quae rent, and will raiſe the Hodies both of 
% Juſt and Us. l, and will caſe the Rightezus to inherit 


Ever lng Life, but will c: ndemn the fac ted to Eternal 
Pin Bment. 


Now theſe, and ſeveral others, are plain Truths, de- 
clared in the Goſpel, and muſt not be ſacrificed to the 
vain Humours, and fooliſh Opinions of fallible Men ; 
and every one, that believeth any Thing contrary to 


theſe Dofrines, is deceived, and entertaineth a falſe 


Faith. 


Methadifls 
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Methodiſts divide Faith into three, and ſome of them 
into four, Kinds: They have their Common Faith, their 


+Damning Faith, their Faith of Adherence, and their Sav— 


ing Faith, He that believeth that 7e/is Chriſt is come | 
to die for Sinners, and that, Hrough him, upon true Re- 


pentance, he may have Pardon of all the Sins that he 


hath committed, if his Endeavours be anſwerable to his 


Faith: I think this Man hath a true Faith in Feſtus 


Chriſt.—— What Occaſion therefore is there for ſo many 


vain and ridiculous Diviſions of Faith? For all that 


they mean by all theſe (as far as I can underſtand them) 
is contain'd in this ſhort Definition of Faith in Chri/t, 
except their Damming Faith, the Meaning of which is 
not eaſy to determine : However, it is a very odd and 
ſtrange Way of expreſſing themſelves, for certainly they 
would not have People to believe they are at preſent 
damned, for that would be a downright Lye ; neither to 
believe that they ſhall certainly be damned for ever, 


without any Hopes of Mercy, for that would be De- 
pair. 
mitted, and the Guilt they have contracted, deſerve 
Damnation; this is nothing but what every one, that 


But if they mean that the Sins they have com- 


hath a true Faith in Chriſt, acknowledgeth; and a true 
Senſe of Sin and Guilt muſt be a good Step towards 
eaving Faith. 8 „ 


They multiply Texts of Scripture to prove, that a 
ſtrong, preſumptive Faith, or Belief that Ghri/f will fave 


them, is ſuſſicient, without any Regard to their Qualifi- 
cations; but this is trifling and falſe Arguing, and 


they mult be fooliſh, to a ſhameiul Degree, who do not 
underſtand that the moſt of thoſe Scriptures they alledge 
for this Faith, takes in the whe of Relioinn; and is 
ſpoken in Conformity to a Form of Speech much uſed a- 
mong the 7ews, The Fews commonly ſaid, they be- 
lieved in Mises, i. e. they followed the Law given by 


Mliaſes; fo the Chritians are ſaid to turn from the Law 


pf Mies and to believe in Chriſi, i. e. they chuſe Hi 


Law, Doctrine, and Example, for their Rule, 


The whole New Teftament is full of Commands to 
ſeveral neceſſary Duties, and it is alſo full of Exhorta- 
moron common EO e Yan 
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BE BY © 
tions to the Practice of theſe Commands, with great and 
precious Promiſes to the Obedient, and terrible Ihrea- 


tenings againſt the Diſobedient: Why ſhould Purity of 
Heart and Life towards God, and Juſtice, Honeſty, 


Love, Benevolence and Charity towards Man, be ſo 


{trictly commanded, if Men were not carefully to obey ? 
Neither hath any Man Reaſon to believe, that he ſhall 
be ſaved in any Way inconſiſtent with the Glory and 
Honour of God's Attributes; or in any Way difagree- 
able to the Will of God declared plainly in his Word; 
which he certainly muſt do, if he ſave Men upon a bare 


_ Belief in Chriſt, without any Regard to their Works, 


Methodiſts ſay that what they treat of is Divine, and 
therefore above Reaſon ; and that the Man who draws 


his Arguments from Reaſon, deſerveth no Regard. 


I admire that any reaſonable Creature ſhould be ſo 
deluded, by a Company of fooliſh and illiterate Men, 
as ever to think of caiting Reaſon out of Religion; to 


pretend to believe what we have no Reaſon to believe is 


Nonſenſe : For Faith, without Reaſon, is no Faith at 
all; *tis Folly, Preſumption, and vain Confidence. 


In order to { fireng and well-grounded Faith in 
Chriſt, three Things are abſolutely neceſſary : © 
I. A Man muit honelſtly examine bis dun Heart and 


Life, and ſearch the Scriptures diligently, in order to 


find out whether or no he be the Perſon that hath 2 
Covenant-Right to Juſtification and Salvation, thro' 


_ Chri/t + It muit be a terrible Thing for any Perſon to be 


deceived in a Matter of ſuch vaſt Importance; and 
unlcis a Man can, in ſeme good Meaſure, prove his 
Title to thoſe great Bleſſings purchaſed by Chri/t, he can- 
not have a well- grounded Faith, or full Hope, that 
Chriſt will fave him. 5 b 


II. This Faith or ſtrong Confidence, muſt be joined 


or mixt with Charity, or I ruſt make bold to ſay it is a 
falſe Faith, St Paul ſhews how falſe and ungrounded 


Faith without Charity is, 1 Cærinthians, Chap. Xili, 


Verſe 1. Though I ſpeat with the Tongue of Men and 


Angels, 


- 


Bi 
Angels, and have not Charity, I am become as ſounding 
Brafs, or a tiniling Cymbal. And though I have the Gift 


of Propheſy, and underſtand all Myſteries, and all Xnow- 


ledge ; and though I have all Faith, fo that I could remove 
Mountains and have not Charity, I am nothing. And 
though I beſtow all my Goods to feed the Poor, and though 
1 give ny Body to be burned, and have not Charity, it pro- 
- fiteth me nothing. e oe 


But where is the Charity of theſe Men that condemn, 
to everlaſting Damnation, all Infants, and all Perſons 


of what Sect and Party ſoever that differ from them; and 


condemu all Doctrine but their own as damnable, and 
openly declare that a Perſon can never be ſaved that 
followeth any other Perſuaſion : It is well if they be not 
judged with the Judgment that they judge, and have 
not that Meaſure meted to them, that they fo freely 
meaſure to others, | 4 | | 


III. This ſtrong Faith and Confidence, if it be right, 


mult be attended with ſuitable Practice: A Perſon mult 


= not only believe the Exiſtence of God, and that Chriſt 


came into the World to fave Sinners, and the Truth of 
the Promiſes and Threatnings; but he muſt obey his 
Laws, and not think to be ſaved. by Chri/t if he refuſe 
to put himſelf under his Government, to have him to 
be his Prieſt and not his King. 


in all Scriptures where Faith is mentioned as the 
whole Condition of our Salvation, it muſt ſignify the 
whole of Religion, and mult take in Repentance and 
Obedience; or otherwiſe one Part of the New Telta- 
ment would not agree with another : As ſometimes 
j,ove to God, and ſometimes the Fear of God, is taken 
for the whole of Religion in Scripture Language, as well 
as Faith. | 5 


A fecond Error of the Methodiſts is their Antipathy 
to Learning and Study. Some of them argue againſt 
Learning, as if it was hurtful to Divinity; and what is 


this like, but the known Doctrine of the Church of 


Rome, that Ignorance is the Mother of Devotion. 
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1 don't here reflect upon thoſe learned Men, that have 
been educated for, and regularly brought into the Mini- 
ftry, except their giving too much Encouragement to 
thoſe unlearned Teachers that go up and down the 


Land ſpreading falſe Doctrine; hereby they very pow- 


erfully diſcourage Learning, and very effectually pro- 
mote Ignorance and Error. 9 e 


1 do not think that thoſe unlearned Teachers have 
ſuch Averſion to Learning as they pretend; but becauſe 


they have it not, nor are able to obtain it, they will 


argue againſt it; like the Fox in the Fable that could 
not endure to eat Grapes, and the Reaſon was be⸗ 
cauſe he could not reach them. _ TS 


It is evident both from Reaſon and the Holy Scrip- 
tures, that God loves his Creatures more or leſs, as they 
more or leſs reſemble his Perfections; and his infinite 
Knowiedpe is one of his glorious Perfections; but they 
would repreſent God as one in Love with Nonſenfe and 
Ignorance, which is utterly impoſſible. 


It is true that the wiſeſt of Men are very imperfe& in 
Knowledge; yet their Attainments are much greater 
that make Learning and Study their Buſineſs, than thoſe 
that never regard it. The wiſe Preacher directs his 
Son to get Wiſdom and Underſtanding, 1 


The Diſciples of Chri/t, though at the firſt plain 
Fiſher-Men, yet they had the Benefit many Years of 
ChriſPs Inſtructions ; and after the Reſurrection of their 
Maſter, they were not allow'd to preach till they were 
endued with Power from above; a Power which our 
Methodiſts can never prove themſelves to have 


St Paul exhorts Timothy to apply himſelf to Reading 
and Study; that he might make himſelf more fit for 
that ſacred Function. It is plain that neither Chri/t nor 
his Apoſtles were any Friends to ignorant Teachers, 


A Third Error is, that they generally, Phariſee- lile, 


condemn all but themſelves. Some of them have been 


fo 


: | * 
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o unmannerly as to affirm, that thoſe thatpreach any other 
Doctrine than they do, are Preachers of the Devil: This 
ſhews their Pride as well as Uncharitableneſs; ſhould 


a Company of illiterate Men pretend to know more 


than all the learned Philoſophers, grave Divines, and ſtudi- 
aus Scholars in the Univerſe? Our Saviour ſpake a Parable 
to thoſe that truſted in themſelves, and deſpiſed others, 
wherein he ſhews, That the Proud ſhall be deſpiſed, and 
the Humble exalted. Theſe Men do herein very much 


reſemble the Papi/ts, who condemn all by the Lump as 


_ Hereticks but themſelves. We may well ſay to them 
as 706 ironically to his three Friends, Surely ye are the 


Men, and Wiſdom ſhall die with you ; but it behoveth 
them honeſtly and ſeriouſly to examine themſelves, whe- 


ther they be not of the Number of the Proud, that are 


declared to be an Abomination to the Lord, 


Perhaps they will recoil upon us, and ſay © Are not 


1 you to be numbered among the Proud, that think to 


© be juſtified by your own Self- Righteouſneſs?“ I anſ- 


wer, I do not know of any Sect or Party of Men in 
England, that doth pretend to merit by their Works, 


except the Papiſts; yet ſince God requireth them, we 
cannot be juſtiſied without them; though they be not 
the meritorious Cauſe, yet they are the Conditions of 
our Juilification. | 


I wonder what Thoughts theſe Men have of them- 
ſelves, when they are uncharitably condemning all 


about them. Our Saviour ſaith Fudge not that ye be not 
" Judged ; cone un not that ye be not condemned; but they 


ſeem to pay very little Regard to his Inſtructions. 


A Fourth Error is their Pretence to live without Sin 
after they are made new Creatures; Though this be not 
the idle Conceit of all that are called Methodiſts, vet 


many of them have pretended it; but I fear thoſe Per- 
ſons want that Humility which is neceſſary to conſtitute 


a true Chriſtian. 


The Word of God informeth us that There is not a 
fult Man upon Earth, no not one; And iF a Man ſay that 


[9-3 


he bath no Sin, he deceiveth himſelf, and the Truth is not 


in him. 


An humble Chriſtian will ſometimes find vainThoughts 


to lodge within him, although he endeavour to keep his 


Heart with all Diligence. He may ſometimes offend 


with his Tongue, although he keep his Mouth with 


Bit and Bridle. He may ſometimes, through Tempta- 


tion, or Surprize, turn aſide to Vanity, although he 


teſolve to watch over all his Ways, ſo that he may find 
little Occaſion to boaſt of his Obedience. It ſeems to 
every thinking and humble Man, a vain Thing to pre- 
tend to live without Sin, in the Midſt of ſtrong Temp- 


tations and powerful Allurements: The Angels that 
were manifold ſuperior to us in Powers, many of them 


fell by Sinning __ God ; and of pure and holy Spi- 


rits, were made foul and kelliſh Fiends ; then well may 
Man fin, that hath not half the Strength, and (for any 
Thing we know) a hundred Times more Temptations: 


A Fifth Error is, they affirin, that no Man can per- 5 


form any good or acceptable Action, until he be in 
Chriſt or a neu Creature. 5 


mY anſwer, I account it a good Action to obey a Com- | 
mand of God. Is it not good to obey the King in law- 
ful Things, when God commands us to be /ybjedt to the 


higher Powers, Rom. xiii, 1, Is it not good that a 
Man provide for himſelf and his Houſhold, ſince the 
Apoltie Paul faith that, He that provideth not for him- 


ſelf and them of his own Houſe hath denied the Faith, and 


is worſe than an Ihfidel? 


_ Surely every Chriſtian will own, that it is good for 
Huſbands to love their Wives ; and for Wives to reve- 


Tence their Husbands ; for Children to obey their Pa- 
rents; for a Man to relieve the Oppreſſed, to give to 
the Poor, to fave thoſe who are in imminent Danger; to 
tead the Scriptnres 5 to go to Church; to improve in 


uſeful Learning; to abſtain from Drunkenneſs, Un- 


eleanneſs, Swearing and Lying, and every groſs ſcan- 
dalous Sin; if chele otl 


and many others be not good Ac- 
c | tions, 


1 

tions, why did God ſo ſtrictly command them? and yet 
a Man, whoſe Heart is not altogether right with God, 

may perform them. N 


We find that God rewarded ſome wicked Men for 
ſome of their Actions, which mult be good, for it would 
not agree with his Perfections to ſhew his Approbation 
of bad ones. 1 88 


For Inſtance, Ahab, becauſe he humbled himſelf 
when the Prophet Elijah had told him, what Judgments 
God would bring upon him and his Houſe ; and God 
_ promiſed he would not bring the Evil in his Days. | 


Fiehu was rewarded for performing the Will of God 
in deſtroying Baal out of trad, although he was an Ido- | 
later (till. This ſhews that the good Actions of wicked 
Men are pleaſing to the Lord. We muſt own, we have 
all our Powers and Faculties from God; He is the 
Maker of our Bodies, and the Former of our Spirits; 
but he hath made us reaſonable Creatures and free A- 
. gents, and he dealeth with us as ſuch. If we were al- 
together unable to do any Thing, it would have been 
vain for God to have commanded us; and Injuſtice to 
condemn any to Eternal Paniſhment for their Neglect; 
neither would there be any Sin or Guilt, or any Occaſi- 
on for Conſcience; for we could not be brought in 
guilty, unleſs we were made able to do ſomething. 


VT. They affirm that good and bad Works are alike 
uſeleſs, and unprofitable, in the Affairs of our Juſtificati- 
on and Salvation: But, undoubtedly, there is an effen- 
tial Difference between Good and Evil, Virtue and 
Vice; and God, who is infinite in all Perfections, muſt 
value Creatures more or leſs as they reſemble him. The 
Man that endeavours to anſwer the End of his Creation, 
according to the Abilities he hath received of God, 
muſt be more acceptable to him, than he that, in almoſt 
every Action he performeth, contradicts the End of his 
pu and makes himſelf an Abomination to the 
Lord. 5 oo | | 


I wonder what Ideas theſe Men have of the Self-exiſ- 
tent and Independent Being, who can imagine that — 


4 * 
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will juſtify any wicked Man as ſuch. But to take away 
all Diſputes of this Nature, he hath declar'd, in the 
- Sacred Oracles, his Royal Determination to reward the 
Good and puniſh the Wicked, 5 


The Divine Pſalmiſt faith, Cod 7s angry with the Wic- 
hed every Day. Alſo, the Wicked ſhall be turned ints Hell, 
and all the Nations that forget God, Again, upon the 
Wicked the Lord will rain Fire and Brimſtone, and an horri- 
ble Tempeſt ; this ſhall be the Portion of their Cup. 


As to the Righteous, the Holy Pſalmiſt faith, P/a/. iv, 
3. Know that the Lord hath ſet apart him that is godly 
for himſelf ; and Chriſt, in his Beatitudes, Matth. v. 8 
faith, Bleſſed are the Pure in Heart, for they ſhall ſee God. 
And, at the General Judgment, the Wicked are ſaid 10 
go away into Everlaſting Puniſhment, but the Righteous in- 
72 Life Eternal. So the Wicked is condemned, and the 

Righteous acquitted and juſtified, both in this Life and 
at the General Judgment, at the Great Day of Accounts. 
VII. They are generally againſt Morality ; and 
commonly call Preachers of Morality, Legal Preachers. 


| Morality is very earneſtly recommended almolt in 
every Part of the New Teſtament. Very much Morality 
is contain'd in Chriſt's excellent Sermon on the /Hount ; 
and a Multitude of the Inſtructions and Exhortations, 
recorded in the Evangeliſts, is to the Performance of the 
Duties of Morality ; and when one deſired to know | 
what he muſt do to wy our our Lord directs him to the 
Obſervation of the Mora! Part of the Law ; and the 
Apoſtles, in all their Epiſtles, treat very frequently on 
the Duties of Morality. All which plainly ſhew that 
2 Man cannot be a good Chriſtian without the Practice 
of them. 7 „ 
VIII. Another of their Errors is their Doctrine of 
Aſurancde. 97 „ 
Many of them pretend they are in C riſi, and are as 
ſure of Heaven as if they were there already, _ 5 
5 | 8 N This 


This Doctrine is plainly ill- grounded, ſo long as we 
cannot live without Sin; we have the Promiſe of Pardon 
upon our ſincere Repentance; if (according to their 

ovn Principles) Repentance be the Gift ef God, can we 
be ſure it ſhall be given us? Can we certainly tell 
what Sins we may commit, or what Duties we may 
omit ? and all theſe are to be forgiven. before our Sal- 
vation be ſecured. The Promiſe of Pardon, Juſtificati- 
on, and Eternal Life, is only made to thoſe that repent, 
believe and obey the Goſpel ; and ſo long as we are li- 
able to fall, we may miſs of Salvation : But, if a Man 
ſincerely do his Duty both to God and Man, according 
to the Power he hath received, he may have ſtrong 
5 that thro' the Merits of Chri/t he may obtain 

Mercy; and this is as much as any, upon good 
Grounds, can attain to in this Life, „ 


e Goſpel caytions him that /tandeth, to take heed 
& leſt he fall, 4: EO LI te . 


We are frequently exhorted, in St, Paul's Epiſtles, 
to preſs forward, to ſtrive, to wreſtle, to run, to ſight, 
and to fear, ſeeing a Promiſe is left of entering into Reſt, 
leſt any ſhould fall ſhort. And St. Paul himſelf ſhew- 


eth us, that he uſed his beſt Endeavours, leſt, after be 2 


had preached to others, himſelf ſhould be a Caſtaway, It 

is very uncommon to ſtrive, and uſe ſnch earneft Endea- 

yours to obtain a Thing we are ſure of before; and un- 

Jeſs theſe. Men be reſolyed to defend their Opinions, in 

| ſpite of the Holy Scriptures, they muſt own, that there is 
but little Ground for that Aſſurance they contend for; 
it is very dangerous to truſt to that confident Aſſurance, 
till they haye done ſinning. % eds 


IX. Another of their Errors is, their ul Pretenſions 
4% Inſpiration, N 9 N 1 80 


Inſpired Men, which we read of in the Holy Scriptures, 5 


always ſhew'd ſome Miracles to confirm their Doctrine, 


and prove that they were ſent of God; and were en- 
gued with Power from above. Some healed the Sick, 
tome calt gut Devilg, ſome gave Sight to the Blind, ſome 

| eee raiſeg 


of any Miracles the Metho 


1 


raiſed the Dead to Life, and ſome ſpake with Tongues 

they had never learn'd: All ſhew'd ſomething ſuper- 

natural, to prove their * = qe ; but, I never heard 
5 i 


ſts wrought. 


If they be in/pired, as they pretend, their Diſcourſes 
muſt bear equal Authority with the Holy Scriptures ; and 
they would do well to get them printed and added to 
our Bible, But, alas! what confuſed, blundering, inco- 


herent Stuff would their Sermons be, if publiſhed as de- 


 livered? - 


| They might be expected to ſpeak better than the moſt 


: eloguent Orator, or molt learned Philoſopher in the 
World ; but, inſtead of that, they make it appear, they 


have all the Frailties of Human Nature; a ſlippery Me- 


mory, and a dark and confuſed Underſtanding, that 
ſuffereth them often to make needleſs Tautologies, and 
utter Contradictions, and ſometimes to tell downright 
Ja j 8 


Il the Word of God contain the whole Will of 6 2d, they 5 


ought to ſpeak agreeable thereto; but, it is plain, they 
contradict both Reaſon and the Holy Scriptures ; there- 
fore cannot be inſpir'd by the Spirit of God, 


It mult be very ſhocking to any thinking Man, to 
hear them declare, that their Nonſenſe and broken Stuff 


is giyen them by Inſpiration. I wonder they are not 

afraid of being ſtruck down dead, like Ananias and Sap- 

 pvira, for lying againſt the Holy Ghoſt and their own 
J of nent: | 


X. They affirm the New-Birth, as well as Juſtificati- 


on by Chriſt, to be inſtantaneous ; when it is plain to any 
who conſulteth himſelf, that it is gradual, That Man 
is born again, who, by the Grace of God, and his own 

_ diligent Endeavours, hath conquer'd his vitious Habits, 

and obtained a ſettled Hatred againſt all Sin; and a Prin- 
ciple of Holineſs being planted in him, he endeavours 

ſincerely to perform his Duty both to God and Man. 


A Man 


[4] 


A Man who hath accuſtomed himſelf to any Sin a 
long Time, hath thereby contracted ſuch evil 450 ſtrong 
Flabits as cannot be rooted out in an Inſtant. The Pro- 
phet faith, Can the Ethiopian change his Skin, or the Leo- 
pard his Spots, then may they do well that are accuſtomed 
to dh evil. Tho' this doth not mean that it is utterly 
impoſſible, but extreamly difficult; therefore cannot be 
done in an Inſtant, 5 e ITE, 


A Man, wha hath contracted a Habit of Drinking, 
cannot be thought to lay it aſide all at once; it may be 
| ſome Months, or Years, before he can entirely conquer 
his Deſires after Drink. eee 

The laſcivious Man cannot leave off his luſtful Deſires, 
till he have ſtrongly reſolved againſt them, and have 
Time to perſuade himſelf out of the Love of them; the 
like may be conſidered of every other vitious Habit. 


There are ſeveral Steps or Gradations in the Nw- 


Birth, that one that is born again cannot be ignorant of; 
and, I think, the firlt Step is ſerious Conſideration. 


When a wicked Man reflects upon his paſt Conduct, 


how, by his Extravagances, he hath impair'd his Health, 
ſpent his Eſtate, loſt his Reputation, offended God, and 
endanger'd his Soul; he cannot but know that he hath 
brought himſelf to the Brink of Ruin, both in reſpect of 
Body and Soul ; then it will be natural for him to en- 

quire, whether there be any Remedy for him ? And by 

reading the Goſpel he may find that ifhe repent, and 

forſake his Sin, he may find Mercy; then he muſt take 
himſelf to Task, and try to conquer his baſe Habits ;_ 

and if his Reſolutions be firm, and his Endeavours pro- 
portionable, he may at laſt conquer himſelf, and become 
a good Chriſtian, — But this muſt require a conſider- 
able Lime; Therefore it is plain the Mu-Birth is 
ro ont oa pea 


Kl. Another Error is their permitting unlearned Men 
without Ordination, to go about preaching the Goſpel. 


| The 


„ 


The Apoſtle Paul advertiſeth Timothy of the Charac- 


ter that every Miniſter of the Goſpel ſhould bear, 


Tim. i, 3. and alſo Titus i, 3. and it would do well it 
the illiterate Teachers, among them, could have the 
Patience to examine themſelves whether they anſwer 
that Character: Whether they be fuch as the Apoſtle 
accounteth fit to teach, Sober, Vigilant, ſound in the 
Faith, and regularly ſet apart after the Examination and 
Approbation of learned Men, by Prayer, Propheſy, 
Faſting, and laying on of Hands. Are they not rather 
ſuch as St Paul calleth Novices, pick'd out of the igno- 
rant Part of Mankind? They not only contradict the 
Precepts of the moſt eminent Apoſtle St Paul, but they 
bring the moſt noble Religion in the World, and the 
| Goſpel of 7eſus Chriſt, into Contempt, and are in Dan- 
ger of running Church and State into Conſuſion. On 
this Footing every conceited Novice, that hath Pride 
and Impudence enough, muſt begin to preach; and 
muſt not be cenſured or controuled by either Biſhop or 
Elder, though perhaps Thouſands may hazard their pre- 
cious and immortal Souls by their Fooliſhneſs ; they 
leading them away from the Truth of the Goſpel, de- 
ceiving them by falfe Doctrine, and thereby cauſing 
JJ #3 Ty 


XII. Another Fault of the Methodiſts is their fiery 
Zeal without Knowledge, A Zeal for any Sect or Party, 
unleſs mixed with a great deal of Meekneſs, Love, 
Mercy and Forbearance, is very dangerous; and often 
degenerates into Malice, Envy, Moroſeneſs, and ill 
Lemper; which is far from the true Spirit of Chriſtia- 
nity. Thoſe that are fired with this Zeal, are com- 
monly Proud, Boaſters, —_ unholy, without natu- 
ral Afections, fulſe Accuſers, Deſpiſers of theſe that are 
good, heady, high-minded, having a Form of Godlineſs and 
denying the Power. But the true Spirit of Chriſtianity is 
to love God ſupremely, and his Neighbour as himſelf ; 
to be kind, loving, and benevolent to all Men; to be 
merciful, and charitable ; to be meek, and humble ; to 


do unto all Men as they would they ſhould do to them 


and they ſeem to have little of the Spirit of a true Chri- 
ſtian, that are fired with ſuch a Zeal for their Party, as 
uncharitably to condemn all that differ from them. 


XIII. 


E 
XIII. Another Error is, their Doctrine of abſolute 
Election and Reprobation. Tho' this may not be the 
Opinion of all, yet many of them have eſpouſed it; 


and their Doctrine of juſtiſication, without Regard to 


their Works, cometh almoſt to the ſame Thing. 


I account this a fooliſh and abſurd Opinion, (tho 


it hath been defended by many worthy and grave Di- 


vines) that God ſhould create teaſonable Beings, and 


make them free Agents, and lay down Precepts for them 
to obey, and promiſe great Rewards to the Obedient, 


and threaten the Diſobedient with moſt ſevere Puniſh- 
Ment ; yet after all prove ſuch an arbitrary Governor, 


as only for his own Humour, contrary to his 6wn De- 
claration, damn a great Part of them; and from a fond 
Love to ſome of them, for no Reaſon at all, heap upon 


them a great and eternal Weight of Glory. 


This is ſuch ai odd Way of Proceeding, as doth not 


agree with the Perfections of God. 


There are many Texts of Scripture, eſpecially in 


St Paul's Epiſtles, that are produced to prove this Doc- 


trine ; yet theſe ought not to be ſo expounded, as to 


contradict other Parts of the Word of God. Though 


God is ſaid, in many Places, to harden the Hearts of 


ſome Men, we muſt not hence conclude, that God is 
the Author of Sin, and the Obſtinacy of Men's Hearts; 
PENIS the Spirit of God, and provok'd him to with- 
draw from them. We mult not think that God mocks 


his Creatures, when he makes an Offer of Pardon, and 
eternal Salvation to all. Tf they fin away their Day of 


Grace, the Fault muſt be their own. A I live faith 


the Lord; I have no Pleaſure in the Death of a Sinner, but 
rather they would turn and live. God never forſakes any, 
till they firſt forſake him. God continued to ſtrive with 
the old World, 'till the Imagination of their Hearts was 
evil continually. God rained down Bleſſings plentifully 
upon Sodom and Gomorrah, 'till the Cry of their Wicked- 
neſs aſcended up to Heaven. God departed not from 
Saul, till he had difobey'd his Command, - Hence it is 
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when they go on to ſueli a Length in Sin, till they have 
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plain che Offer of Salvation is made to all, and M 


een n 


[ 17 1 


an' 
Damnation is procured by himſelf. 5 


Many more Errors might be named, but theſe are the 


moſt groſs; and ſufficient to move any thinking Man 


to examine their Doctrine better, and compare it with 


the Word of God. 


And may all that read this Book, be moved to read 


all Parts of the New Teſtament, and diligently ſtudy . 


them, that they may know 7e/us Chriſt and him cruci- = 


fied, whom to know is Life eternal. And may that God, 


that is poſſeſſed of all poſſible Perfections, ſend down 
his Holy Spirit, to help our Infirmities, and guide us 


into all Truth, through e/us Chriſt our Lord. Anen, 
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